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COVID-19

Scientists use sewage to track virus
By D’Netrus Chevis-Rose
STAFF WRITER

Sewage data is playing a
larger role in the public health
of Santa Clara County residents
as Bay Area scientists are now
calculating the community’s
coronavirus cases by testing
human waste.
The COVID-19 testing
method is called wastewater
based epidemiology, conducted
by the Sewer Coronavirus Alert
Network (SCAN).
Michael Balliet, Santa Clara
County Public Health Deputy
Director said the county first
implemented the research
method in Nov. 2020 to track
COVID-19 cases.
“We have just over a
year of data relating to the
concentration of SARS COV-2
in wastewater,” Balliet said in a
phone interview.
Outside the Bay Area, this
method has been used in other
states within the U.S. and
around the world.
Balliet said the concept isn’t
new, but it wasn’t popularized
until the end of 2020 when
it was found to be useful for
tracking the spread of COVID19 within communities.
He said the research process
has monitored the delta and
omicron variants.
He said using wastewater
concentrations to monitor
COVID-19 cases across an
extensive area such as San Jose
gives faster data compared to
individual testing results, which
rely on the honesty of residents
admitting to testing positive.
Senior public health major
Savanna Marquez said she feels
individual at-home COVID-19
tests are not always reliable.
“The waste testing may be
more accurate in terms of
positive/negative
results,”
Marquez said in an Instagram
direct message. “Versus the
inaccuracies from the rapid
nasal swab tests.”
Self-tests are used to detect
current COVID-19 infections,
but do not identify antibodies
to the virus which may suggest a
previous infection, according to
the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention website.
Regularly
monitoring
wastewater to track COVID19 can help cities target an
outbreak quickly, with the goal
of creating faster responses for
people to act safely and reduce
spread in the midst of a surge,
Balliet said.
“Oftentimes we get the
wastewater data sooner than we
get the clinical data, especially
during times when there’s
a surge, because of lags and
testing time for clinical data,”
he said.
Santa
Clara
County
is working with all four
wastewater treatment plants
in San Jose, Gilroy, Sunnyvale,
and Palo Alto, said Stanford
University doctoral student
Lorelay Mendoza Grijalva.
The San Jose-Santa Clara
Regional Wastewater Facility
collects waste from these four
treatment plants which serve
approximately 100,000 and
1,500,000 people in the Silicon
Valley area, according to Santa
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Stanford doctoral student Winnie Zambrana concentrates samples in one of the Jerry Yang and Akiko Yamazaki Environment and Energy labs.

Clara County.
Grijalva said while gathering
specific infection case numbers
is difficult with wastewater
testing, it can be used to track
COVID-19 trends
Junior public health major
Yasmine Abdulrahim said it’s
important that data from the

students.
St an ford
Un ive r s it y
partnered with workers at the
wastewater treatment plants
and commercial labs to process
samples, Mendoza Grijalva said.
“It can take about 5-7 days
to complete the whole process
from sample collection to

To my knowledge, we are still the only
public health agency who’s actually displaying
this information on their website for the public
to see.
Michael Balliet
Santa Clara County Public Health deputy director

research method is accurate
because it doesn’t detect the
specific number of individuals
infected with COVID-19.
“However, it is important to
note that testing waste water
can… be useful to predict
trends within communities,”
Abdulrahim said in an
instagram direct message.
The county’s public health
department provides an online
dashboard with measurements
of the COVID-19 virus in
wastewater by city regions.
“To my knowledge we are still
the only public health agency
who’s actually displaying this
information on their website for
the public to see,” Balliet said.
Balliet said daily samples
of waste are collected at the
county’s regional wastewater
facilities and sent to Stanford
University for testing, which are
analyzed by professors and PhD

looking at data and making
pretty graphs,” she said
in an email.
The first step in the
process is collecting samples
at the wastewater plant and
concentrating those samples
into smaller amounts of liquid,
which allows data collectors
to easily detect really high
concentrations of the virus
RNA, Mendoza Grijalva said.
She said the second step
is extracting and separating
COVID-19 RNA from other
bacteria in the samples and
measuring the RNA amounts to
determine how much COVID19 is in each sample.
Ribonucleic acid (RNA),
which copies and decodes DNA,
is a molecule that consists of
the genetic material strands of
COVID-19, Balliet said.
Along with water, a settled
solid called sludge is tested

regularly
for
COVID-19
RNA, according to the City
of San Jose.
Sludge is a form of waste that is
found at the regional wastewater
facility which holds 1,000 times
more COVID-19 particles
than liquid wastewater, which
makes it easier and faster to
collect data, according to Jennie
Loft, San Jose Environmental
Services Department Public
Information Manager.
Sludge samples are provided
to Stanford University. After
the samples are tested, the
results are sent directly to
Santa Clara County.
Data
collectors
ensure
the interpretation of data is
accurate and avoids biases in the
research process by renaming
each sample with random
numbers before studying them,
Mendoza Grijalva said.
“By doing this, we don’t
know what sample we are
working with in the lab, and
we treat them all equally,”
Mendoza Grijalvas said.
The Santa Clara Public Health
Department is expecting other
wastewater treatment plants
will soon begin using this new
research method.

Step 1: collection
The San Jose-Santa Clara Regional
Wastewater Facility collects
human excrement through a pipe
that serves 1.4 million residents and
17,000 businesses in the area.

Step 2: sampling
Daily waste samples get collected and
sent to Stanford University, where
environmental engineering professors
and doctoral students test for
COVID-19 data analysis in their labs.

Step 3: testing
Stanford experts concentrate the
samples to increase detection
of the virus’ high concentrations,
separate the virus from the
sample’s other bacteria and
measure the amount in each
sample. Results are sent to
Santa Clara County.

Follow D’Netrus on
@dchevisrose
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SJSU community members discuss telescope
By Royvi Hernandez
SCIENCE & TECH EDITOR

Ali Guarneros-Luna, San Jose State alumna
and aerospace engineering professor, joined
SJSU astronomy professor Michael Kaufman
during a Tuesday panel to discuss the launch
and purpose of the James Webb Space
Telescope (JWST).
The event was livestreamed on Vimeo by
QuickBites from the Hammer Theatre Center
in Downtown San Jose.
QuickBites is a forum sponsored by
Humanities & Arts in Action, Humanities &
Arts in San Jose and the Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Library to bring conversations about
urgent news, according to the College of
Humanities and the Arts website.
Guarneros-Luna is a senior NASA
aerospace engineer who supports the Small
Satellite Technology Program at The Space
Technology Mission Directorate, managing
Tipping Points program and other small
satellites. Guarneros-Luna is also part of the
engineering team working on the telescope
mission, according to the event’s website.
The telescope was launched on Dec. 25,
2021 and arrived at its final destination on
Jan. 24 around the second orbit, or Lagrange
point, in space. It arrived between the sun
and the Earth, where it can orbit without
any additional thrusters, held in place by
the forces of gravity, according to a Jan. 24
NASA Blogs article.
The JWST is designed to look far into space
and capture images from the earliest moments
of the universe and answer questions about
the universe’s beginning.
The telescope will be used to extend the
discoveries of the Hubble Space Telescope, by
using long wavelength coverage to improve
sight into the oldest galaxies and dust clouds
where stars and planetary systems are being
formed currently, according to NASA’s
webpage.
“The telescope has 18 small mirrors that
make up one enormous golden mirror
to collect as much light as possible from
astronomical objects,” Kaufman said during the
event. “That light gets focused to a secondary
mirror and the light from this mirror gets
directed through a small hole in the center of
the primary to the back of the telescope where
all the scientific instruments are located.”
Kaufman said the mirrors are made of

SCREENSHOT BY ROYVI HERNANDEZ

beryllium, a low density, silvery-white metal
that’s used in aviation, according to the Royal
Society of Chemistry Beryllium webpage.

This is the Hubble on
steroids and fascinating for
our generation to learn and
understand.
This isn’t just big for science
but for humans as a whole.
Brandon Imperial
SJSU psychology alumnus

He said some instruments take pictures
in deep space while others break light into
different wavelengths to understand the
chemical makeup, heat and distance from a
certain galaxy.
The JWST is designed to collect infrared
light, according to NASA’s Webb vs. Hubble

telescope webpage.
Infrared light is encountered every day.
The human eye cannot see it, but humans can
detect it as heat, according to Encyclopedia
Britannica.
This is why it’s important to keep the
instrumentation cold at all times, according to
the same NASA webpage.
“The whole reason to cool down the
telescope is to keep it from emitting infrared
light so it doesn’t distract it from the infrared
coming from somewhere else in space,”
Kaufman said.
Guarneros-Luna said the telescope will not
necessarily indicate life on other planets but
it can give “a good indication” of a planet’s
inhabitability.
“We will be able to discern whether these
other planets can be a host for life and what we
can imagine life on that planet,” GuarnerosLuna said.
After NASA completes its lens
calibrations and on-board operating
systems, JWST will begin sending
images back to Earth, according to a
Jan 24. Space.com article.
Space.com provides space exploration,

innovation and astronomy news, according to
its webpage.
“It’s going to be another six months before
the telescope starts taking science data and
sending back images,” Guarneros-Luna said.
Fall
2021
psychology
alumnus
Brandon Imperial said the telescope is the next
“big step” in space exploration.
“This is the Hubble on steroids and
fascinating for our generation to learn and
understand,” Imperial said in a Zoom call.
“This isn’t just big for science but for humans
as a whole.”
He said seeing Ali Guarneros-Luna as part
of the team is “exciting” and “speaks volume”
about the SJSU curriculum and its science
department.
“She’s representing for the Spartan nation
and it’s amazing seeing her contribution,”
Imperial said.

Follow Royvi on Twitter
@lesroyvs
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ILLUSTRATION BY NICK YBARRA

Tobey Maguire sparks nostalgia Tom Holland’s youthful Peter triumphs Andrew Garfield’s physicality wins
Spider-Man and the
Green Goblin viciously
fight in the sky above
Times Square.
His fight scenes are
undeniably the most
memorable and
D’Netrus
impressive of the
Chevis-Rose
Spidey trio.
STAFF WRITER
Maguire was also able
While Andrew
to unforgettably pull off
Garfield and most
“Bully Maguire,” and
recently Tom Holland
rocked the black Venom
have worn the red and
suit in “Spider-Man 3.”
blue Spider-Man suit,
The shape-shifting
Tobey Maguire will
Sandman in
always be the superior
“Spider-Man 3,” the
Spider-Man.
octopus Doc Ock in
Tobey Maguire
“Spider-Man 2” and the
returned to the Marvel
flying Green Goblin in
scene in December 2021
“Spider-Man” are
as our friendly neighmemorable villains
borhood superhero
many grew up hating.
since “Spider-Man 3”
Maguire was the
debuted almost 15
childhood hero of a
years ago.
generation.
Maguire’s recent
Akos Peterbencze,
appearance in
writer for the online
“Spider-Man: No Way
publishing platform
Home” made the world
Medium, said he was
nostalgic for moments
overwhelmed with
of Spider-Man’s past,
excitement when he first
especially the
heard that film
meme-worthy dancing
director Sam Raimi
scene, which appeared
made a blockbuster of
in the 2007 “Spider-Man
his favorite superhero,
3”, that still manages to
according to his
surface on Twitter
Nov. 7, 2021 article.
and Instagram.
Peterbencze said
From a nerve-wrackMaguire was the first
ing fight scene on a
person to play Parker
train with Doc Ock to
for millenials.
the pure pandemonium
“For us, Millennials,
during his fight with
Tobey Maguire was the
Venom, the amazing
first cinematic
graphics and Maguire’s
Spider-Man — and
emotions in the original
Peter Parker — we
Spider-Man trilogy are
could fully resonate
unmatched.
with,” he wrote.
When the first
Maguire’s phenomeSpider-Man movie
nal acting skills definitedebuted in theaters in
ly paid off when his first
2001, fans watched
and second films made

box office records as
two of the highest
grossing Spider-Man
films before
“Spider-Man: Far From
Home” in 2019 and
Spider-Man: No
Way Home in 2021,
according to The
Numbers website.
The Numbers is a film
industry data website,
according to its website.
Early 2000’s
Spider-Man movies
were not only
action-packed with

Maguire was
the childhood
hero of a
generation.

great graphics, but also
relatable and realistic.
Maguire played the
role of a self-conscious
and humorous teenager perfectly in his first
Spider-Man film.
He was most relatable
in “Spider-Man 3,” as he
played a love-stricken
20-something-year-old
who had no real clue
where life was taking
him.
Maguire did the
best job making the
Spider-Man movies a
combination of action
and an emotional,
coming-of-age drama.
In comparison to

Andrew Garfield, who
acted as a “too cool”
skater kid, Maguire
portrayed himself
perfectly as the timid,
nerdy and goofy
neighborhood Spidey.
Tom Holland has
proven himself to be
a valid choice for the
Spider-Man role in his
most recent films, but
it took him time to fall
into the nerdy science
geek character who
Peter Parker is supposed
to be.
“He auditioned many,
many times... And he
was looking a little
cool,” said
Marvel casting
director Sarah Finn
in a Dec. 18, 2021
Comic Book Resources
article.“I remember
saying, ‘You know what,
can we nerd it up a little
bit right now?’ ”
Comic Book
Resources is a website
for comic book news
and discussion,
according to its About
Us webpage.
Maguire always knew
when to switch his
on-screen personality
from Peter Parker to
Spider-Man.
He made it look as
though his red and
blue suit gave him the
“Spidey senses” and
confidence to stand up
against his foes.

Follow D’Netrus on Twitter
@dchevisrose

Amani Hamed
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER

Stan Lee himself said in
a July 8, 2000 interview
with Larry King that when
he created Spider-Man, he
envisioned a character who
was flawed and relatable.
Lee said Steve Ditko,
illustrator for Marvel
Comics, truly understood
the essence of Spider-Man,
and brought the plucky
young orphan to life on
the page.
The core of Parker’s story
isn’t his crime fighting as
the web-slinging wonder,
it’s his investment in his
friends, his family and his
neighborhood which
ultimately stem from his
need to belong after losing
his parents at a young age.
Tobey Maguire and
Andrew Garfield fell short
in their portrayal of the
friendly neighborhood
Spider-Man by playing
Parker as vengeful, greedy
and tortured.
It becomes clear after
examining the most
important moment in
young Spider-Man’s life, the
death of Uncle Ben, that
Tom Holland is absolutely
the best actor to play the
hero on screen.
The death of Uncle Ben
is a titular moment in the
ethos of the masked hero.
From the very beginning
of Spider-Man’s story in the
1962 Amazing Fantasy #15
to the Amazing Spider-Man

starring Andrew Garfield,
out in every major
the elements of Ben’s death Spidey story except one:
are mostly the same: Parker Tom Holland’s.
lets a thief escape, the thief
Holland’s Peter Parker is
murders his uncle, Parker
introduced to the Marvel
feels terrible and sets out to Cinematic Universe in
right a wrong he allowed to Captain America: Civil War
culminate in tragedy.
when Tony Stark shows up
In the original comic,
at his Aunt May’s home to
Peter Parker lets a thief slip reveal that he knows Peter
past a security guard. With is the masked menace
his head inflated after
running around Queens
finding his 15 minutes of
in an old hoodie and
fame, Peter leaves a
gift-wrapping thieves in
television appearance and
webbing for the NYPD.
simply tells the guard that
We don’t actually see
catching thieves is not his
Parker let a thief slip or
job. In this moment, Peter
kneel at the side of dying
abdicates responsibility
Uncle Ben. However, in this
in the
quick interway that
action with
a normal
Robert
Holland’s
teenager
Downey
Parker
truly
might. He’s
Jr.’s Tony
cocky, but
believes he can Stark,
not
Holland
make
the
world
malicious.
immediatea better place. ly cements
Maguire’s
Parker,
himself as
however, is
the perfect
utterly corrupt with power
Peter Parker and hints at a
when he lets an armed thief tragedy in his recent past
rob the wrestling promoter which led him to take on
who denied him his
the grave responsibility
winnings.
of ridding Queens of
Garfield’s Parker is
criminals.
similarly smug and
Before he even speaks,
vengeful when he lets a
Holland is ahead of
crook hold up a
Maguire and Garfield
convenience store after
because Holland’s Parker
the cashier refuses to let
is actually young. Holland
him purchase milk.
debuted as a baby-faced
Though this isn’t down to Spidey at the age of 19,
just Maguire and Garfield’s while Maguire and Garfield
acting (after all, it was in the were both 27 when they
script), their performances
first donned the mask.
of Peter Parker as vengeful,
Peter Parker requires a
regretful and then cynical
combination of immaturity
stains the original image
and enthusiasm only found
of the innocent, friendly
in actual teenage boys and
neighborhood Spider-Man. yellow labrador retrievers,
Peter’s grave error and the and Holland continues to
murder of Uncle Ben play
deliver a wet-behind-the-

ears Avenger who often getss
himself in trouble because
he’s naive, but fixes his
mistakes because he’s
dedicated and honest.
He even tries to turn
down his first Avengers
mission because he “has
homework,” but feels
responsible for changing his
small corner of the world.
“When you can do the
things that I can but you
don’t, and then the bad
things happen, they happen
because of you,” he says. He
has internalized Uncle Ben’s
wisdom that “with great
power comes great
responsibility.”
Rather than defeating
criminals as penance for
letting Uncle Ben die,
Holland’s Parker truly
believes he can make the
world a better place in the
way young children believe
they have to go to bed on
Christmas Eve so Old Saint
Nick will show up.
Holland’s portrayal of
Peter Parker as youthful,
enthusiastic and earnest but
fallible make him the only
decent Spider-Man in film
history. As Holland ages out
of the role, any filmmakers
continuing Spidey’s legacy
would do well to
understand that
Spider-Man isn’t brooding,
vengeful, arrogant or even
confident. He’s just a young
kid from Queens doing his
best, often tripping
upward, whose best
qualities are starry-eyed
optimism, kindness and
humility.

Follow Amani on Twitter
@Amani_Marie_

Jonathan Guzman
STAFF WRITER

Conversations regarding the best Spider-Man
actor are centered
around Tobey
Maguire and Tom
Holland. It seems as if
Andrew Garfield’s “The
Amazing Spider-Man”
movies never existed.
Garfield is the best
Spider-Man. His
performance in “The
Amazing Spider-Man”
duology was impeccable
and better than Maguire
or Holland’s in spite of
the lackluster storyline
and supporting cast.
Many arguments in
favor of Tobey Maguire’s
Spider-Man are often
based on nostalgia
which is rife with
emotional bias, while
the argument for
Holland is to look at
the box office numbers.
Holland’s Spider-Man
trilogy has grossed more
than $3.5 billion in the
box office. Both
arguments are valid but
don’t take the nuanced
approach the role
requires into account.
Each Spider-Man has
to play two roles: Peter
Parker and his
superhero counterpart.
If you’ve watched any
movie with Garfield in
it, you’ll recognize his
talent as an actor.
Even dating back to

his first lead role in the
2007 drama “Boy A,”
for which Garfield was
awarded Best Actor
at the 2008 British
Academy of Film and
Television Arts awards
according to IMDb.
His other more notable
roles in “The Social
Network” and “Hacksaw
Ridge” are extensions
of his range as an actor.
His versatility allows
him to switch between
Spider-Man and Peter
Parker effortlessly.

and many say Garfield
according to a July 16,
is “too cool” for that
2017 Screen Rant article,
persona. However,
which could explain his
in the comics, once
attention to detail.
Peter becomes
Maguire and Holland
Spider-Man, his nerdy
had the advantage of
look fades away.
an amazing supporting
Capable of bringing
cast, including Kirsten
seriousness to his role,
Dunst, Willem Dafoe
Garfield’s Spider-Man
and Alfred Molina for
endures his Uncle Ben
Maguire and Zendaya,
dying in his arms and
Jacob Batalon and the
being just a second
whole Marvel Cinemattoo late to save his love
ic Universe for Holland.
interest, Gwen Stacy.
Garfield was not given a
We don’t experience
best friend figure to help
these gut-wrenching
his character develop
losses with Holland’s
emotionally and comedSpider-Man until the
ically, yet he persisted in
most recent movie
his dramatic, multifacet“Spider-Man: No Way
ed performance.
Home,” when he loses
His appearance in
If you pay
his
Aunt
May.
Th
is
“Spider-Man:
No Way
attention to the
Home” was so enticing
small details, delays Holland’s
character development
that the hashtag
Garfield plays and as a result he has
#MakeTAS3 (Make The
Spider-Man to less of an emotional
Amazing Spider-Man 3)
perfection.
connection with the
garnered over 500,000
audience than Maguire
tweets. Sony even
and Garfield’s
announced the
Spider-Men.
company is trying to
If you pay attention
bring Emma Stone
The most proven actor to the small details,
back for the rumored
of the three Spider-Men, Garfield plays Spireboot according to a
Garfield notably won
der-Man to perfection.
Dec. 27, 2021 Inside
the Golden Globe
His movements are the
the Magic article.
Award for Best Actor
most spider-like, with
Whether Sony or
in 2022. While his
his flawless crawling and director Marc Webb are
award wasn’t related to
web-slinging. Despite
to blame for the
his Spider-Man
being 5-foot-11-inches
lackluster storyline
performances, his
tall, according to Celeb
in “The Amazing
undeniable talent carries Heights, Garfield knows Spider-Man” movies,
over to the Spider-Verse. how to get “small.” He
Andrew Garfield was
Garfield is a
bends his knees to his
the ideal actor to play
quick-witted, charming chest and has a slender
Spider-Man. He is the
actor whose personality physique that accurately most talented actor of
matches the portrayal of reflects the Spider-Man the bunch and has the
Spider-Man in the
comic books.
appearance and personMarvel comics. Yes,
Garfield was a
ality that closely reflects
Peter Parker was a nerdy comic book fan as a
the Marvel comics.
high school teenager
kid and even dressed
before being bitten by
up as Spider-Man when
Follow Jonathan on
Twitter @jonathanlguzman
a radioactive spider
he was four years old,
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ILLUSTRATION BY JOVANNA OLIVARES

Media sex biases objectify & cater to male gaze
By Jennifer Schildge
STAFF WRITER

When watching a movie
with a PG-13 rating or
higher, audiences may get
a glimpse of an uncovered
chest or naked backside.
Most of the time, it’s
a woman.
While brief nudity
is allowed in a PG-13
rated movie as long as
it’s not sexual, when it’s
in a sexual situation a
movie gains an R rating,
according to the Motion
Picture
Association
of America.
An R-rated movie
consists of adult themes,
adult activity, “hard”
language, intense or
persistent violence, sexual
nudity, or drug abuse, so
the warnings are meant to
be taken more seriously,
according to the Motion
Picture Association of
America.
A
study
led
by
sociologist Stacy L. Smith
in 2012 reported that there
is a lack of aspirational
female role models.
The report stated that
“women are stereotyped
and sexualized, a clear
employment imbalance
exists”
and
female
characters are sidelined.
Oftentimes, similar shows
tend to sexualize women
more than men.
When it comes to nudity
in a film, the nudity is

either depicted as natural
but the character’s story
and plot are still the
dominant elements, or
nudity is utilized to appeal
to the male gaze.
The
male
gaze
describes when women
are sexualized in film to
empower men and objectify
women, according to
Dictionary.com.
The woman is positioned
as an object.
Women, gender, and
sexuality studies professor
Tanya Bakhru, said if a
story is being told by men
for men, the male gaze is
prominent.
“You’re going to most
likely see nudity of
objectification rather than
part of the narrative,”
Bakhru said.
Galia Foglio, interior
design junior and selfproclaimed movie enjoyer,
said the line between male
gaze and storytelling has
to do with the way the
body is presented.
“Nudity as is shouldn’t
be
something
that’s
taboo because it’s just a
human body, it shouldn’t
be an issue but it really
depends on the context,”
Foglio said.
Context comes down
to the director, who is
in charge of foreseeing
everything that happens to
their film.
Sydney Sweeney, the
24-year-old actress who

plays Cassie Howard on
HBO’s “Euphoria,” recently
said there’s a stigma against
actresses who get naked on
screen in a Jan. 20 2022
Independent magazine
article.
“I’m very proud of
my work in ‘Euphoria.’
I thought it was a great
performance. But no one
talks about it because I got
naked,” Sweeney said. “I
do ‘The White Lotus’ and

The more women, not just generic
women of the homogenous group
but, more Black women, Latina
women, more Asian American women,
more trans women, intersections of
identity the more we have diverse
storytelling.
Tanya Bakhru
women, gender, and sexuality studies professor

all of a sudden critics are
paying attention. People
are loving me. I was like,
‘Did you not see that in
‘Euphoria’?’”
“The White Lotus” is
HBO’s satirical drama
television series created,
written, and directed by
Mike White. It follows
misadventures of people
and employees at a tropical
resort.
Erik Martinez Gonzalez,

ABOUT

EDITORIAL STAFF

The Spartan Daily prides
itself on being the San
Jose State community’s
top news source. New
issues are published every
Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday throughout the
academic year and online
content updated daily.

EXECUTIVE EDITOR
MADILYNNE MEDINA

The Spartan Daily is
written and published by
San Jose State students
as an expression of their
First Amendment rights.

MULTIMEDIA, ASSISTANT
NEWS EDITOR
EVAN REINHARDT

Reader feedback may be
submitted as letters to the
editor or online comments.

MANAGING EDITOR
CHRISTINA CASILLAS
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER
AMANI HAMED
PRODUCTION EDITOR
BRYANNA BARTLETT

A&E EDITOR
SAUMYA MONGA
ASSISTANT A&E EDITOR
JOVANNA OLIVARES
OPINION EDITOR
MADISON FAGUNDES

radio, TV and film senior
and aspiring producer,
said filmmakers need to
be aware of the subtle
distinction
between
having a human body on
screen for the sake of the
story and having a body on
screen to please audiences.
“That’s a very fine line
that needs to be understood
and respected,” Gonzalez
said. “But sometimes it’s
trying to set a tone that a

SPORTS EDITOR
ESTEVAN LOPEZ
SCIENCE AND TECH EDITOR
ROYVI HERNANDEZ
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR
SAMANTHA HERRERA
PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR
TRAVIS WYNN
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHERS
AI BLY
SANDRA SANTOS-CRUZ
COPY EDITORS
REBECCA LEE
CHRISTINE STEVENS
ALAN BAEZ
BRIANA CONTE
SAVANNAH NATIVIDAD
ISA GALLO
GRAPHICS EDITORS
NICK YBARRA
LINDSAY VILLAMOR
AUDREY TSENG

film is sexy, different, and
has this raunchy energy to
[create] shock value, that’s
where it starts crossing the
line.”
“Euphoria”
deals
with
high
schoolers
and triggering topics
including violence, nudity,
recreational drug use and
sexual activity.
Art is a reflection
of
culture,
but
it
also
contributes
to
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mainstream media like
television and movies.
In the U.S., women and
girls are often depicted
in sexualizing ways,
according to a
“Task
Force on the Sexualization
of Girls” report by the
American Psychological
Association in 2007.
The
sexualization
of women is a standard
for female characters
globally, according to the
UN Women website.
In media, UN Women
said that “girls and women
are twice as likely as
boys and men to be shown
in sexually revealing
clothing, partially or
fully naked, thin, and
five times as likely to be
referenced as attractive.”
UN Women is an
extension of the United
Nations dedicated to
gender equality and
the empowerment of
women, according to the
UN Women website.
Women’s
b o dies
have been used to grab
attention for things like
cheeseburgers and cars.
Gonzalez said it’s very
easy to tell whether the
director of a show or
movie is male or female
based on the way that they
present nudity.
“With ‘Euphoria’, I’m
aware the director is a
male,” Gonzalez said.
“. . . Issues start becoming
prominent [when] you

can sense, oh, this is more
of a hypersexualization
thing, rather than this is
a director trying to tell a
story,” Gonzalez said.
Women working on the
top 250 domestic grossing
films made up 21% of
all directors, writers,
producers,
executive
producers, editors and
cinematographers,
according to a 2020
Celluloid Ceiling report.
The Celluloid Ceiling
Report is a series of
reports created by Martha
Lauzen at the Center for
the Study of Women in
Television and Film at
San Diego State University.
The
reports
have
t r a c ke d
wom e n’s
behind-the-scenes
employment
on
top
grossing films since 1998.
“The more women, not
just generic women of
the homogenous group
but, more Black women,
Latina women, more Asian
American women, more
trans women, intersections
of identity the more we
have diverse storytelling,”
Bakhru said.
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CORRECTIONS POLICY
The Spartan Daily corrects
all significant errors that are
brought to our attention.
If you suspect we have made
such an error, please send
an email to
spartandaily@gmail.com.

EDITORIAL POLICY
Columns are the opinion
of individual writers and
not that of the Spartan Daily.
Editorials reflect
the majority opinion
of the Editorial Board, which
is made up of student
editors.

